
March 20, 2018  THE WITNESS | 9

www.witness.co.za INSIGHT
BOBBY SEALE, AMERICAN POLITICAL ACTIVIST AND CO-FOUNDER OF THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY (1936-).

You don’t fight racism with racism, 
the best way to fight racism is with solidarity. 

We can halve 
our water use 

Time of plenty is 
when to plan for 
the next drought

DUNCAN HAY

MIDMAR and Spring Grove 
dams spilling over; Albert Falls 
up from 20% to 30% in a few 

weeks, and Umgeni Water threatening 
to lift restrictions — all is good so it’s 
time to sit back, sip genteelly on a mid-
lands cappuccino or G&T, and cele-
brate that we have not “semigrated” to 
the Western Cape. 

Let’s not relax too quickly. It is now, 
in this time of plenty that we have the 
space to plan and act without being dic-
tated to by an imminent crisis. In plan-
ning and acting what can we learn from 
Cape Town’s experience?

CHANGE IN BEHAVIOUR
First and most obviously, it has taken 
a crisis of huge proportions for Cape 
Town residents to redefine their rela-
tionship with water. It is only in this last 
year or two that these residents and 
their government have grown to appre-
ciate water’s real value and, as a result, 
behaviour has changed. We need to 
learn from them without being subject-
ed to the same crisis.

What have been the results of this be-
haviour change in Cape Town? Non-
revenue water — that is water that leaks 
out, is stolen or not paid for — sits at 
15%. Cape Town has demonstrated 
that an African city can achieve the 
global benchmark; that it is possible to 
restrict the leaks, stop theft and collect 
the revenue it is owed.

For Durban (eThekwini), which is by 
far the largest water user in our area, 
non-revenue water is 39%. Durban, 
please stop shouting and screaming 
that we should build another insanely 
expensive dam on the uMkhomazi River 
and rather start working on the leaks. 

By my crude estimate, if eThekwini 
could halve its leaks it would save us in 
the region of 40 to 50 million cubic me-
tres of processed drinking water per an-
num. That is over 10% of Umgeni Wa-
ter’s entire production.

That is behaviour change at the mu-
nicipal level but what about among the 
residents? Through a combination of 
encouragement, coercion, penalties 
and incentives — actually, some very 
cleverly thought-out psychological ma-
nipulation — the per capita consump-
tion of water in Cape Town has been 
halved, from about 250 litres of water 
per day to 125 litres per day.

All this has happened despite the 
fractious political relationship between 
the DA-controlled metropole and the 
ANC-led national government. 

Imagine what might have been 
achieved with better co-operation.

In the uMngeni system we supply 
about four million people and their 
businesses with 400 million cubic me-
tres of water annually, which translates 
into 270 litres per person per day. We 

are being criminally wasteful, particu-
larly as a large proportion of the catch-
ment’s residents get very little or none 
at all. 

The bottom line is that, were we to 
intervene more gradually and in a less 
extreme way than Cape Town and, at 
the same time, start introducing more 
rainwater harvesting, recycling and oth-
er conservation systems, we could still 
halve domestic and industrial water de-
mand in 10 years. This is not a dream; 
it is entirely feasible.

URBAN SEWER SYSTEMS 
AND WATER PRICING
But doing this without other interven-
tions would result not in a dream but 
in a nightmare. First and very practical-
ly, we have to redesign or retrofit our 
urban sewer systems.

As many parts of Europe are discover-
ing sewers are designed with a particu-
lar flow in mind. 

If, through conservation, we reduce 
the flow sewers don’t work very well. 
But, therein is an opportunity because 

many of our urban sewers are broken 
and require replacement anyway.

The second problem is that if were 
to start conserving water like crazy and 
fixing the leaks, revenue to Umgeni Wa-
ter and the municipalities would decline 
and they would be unable to maintain 
the infrastructure that delivers the ser-
vice. 

In Cape Town, the reduction in reve-
nue through water saving is estimated 
at R1,6 billion annually. That is one third 
of Umgeni Water’s entire turnover. 

Concurrent with other interventions a 
complete overhaul of water pricing 
needs to take place.

So, right now, time is on our side. 
Let’s use it effectively and creatively to 
realise the single greatest competitive 
advantage we have in this place we call 
home; our abundant supply of water of 
unmatched natural quality.

• Duncan Hay is the executive director of 
the Institute of Natural Resources and 
an associate research fellow of the UKZN.
 

surely be different now. 
But every single ANC leader will have 

his or her own decision to make about 
what he or she does. 

Ramaphosa will probably leave it well-
alone and make a comment about how 
the law must take its course. Current sec-
retary-general Ace Magashule will be in 
a particularly interesting position. If he 
goes, he will be a major part of the story. 
If he doesn’t, it could look like he’s aban-
doned a man he claimed to support, sim-
ply because he is no longer the leader, even 
as many others have already done the 

same.
Perhaps the most interesting person is 

the leader of the ANC in KwaZulu-Natal, 
Sihle Zikalala. He will face a new election 
for the position after the provincial lead-
ership was disbanded.

 If he goes to Zuma’s trial, he will clearly 
be supporting perhaps the biggest politi-
cal force yet to emerge out of the region. 
But it could also upset the ANC’s Nation-
al Executive Committee at a sensitive 
time. If he doesn’t go, as with Magashule, 
he would be abandoning the man to 
whom he owes his political career.

And we’re back to the same problem 
that the ANC has had for over a decade. 
How can it claim both to be fighting cor-
ruption and supporting someone ac-
cused of corruption?

All of this could have two effects. 
The first is that this could be a useful 

gathering or focal point for those who still 
support Zuma to coalesce around. In oth-
er words, it could be the start of a bigger 
campaign to push back against Ramapho-
sa’s leadership in the ANC. But it could 
also be a helpful tool for the ANC presi-
dent to identify, and then isolate, those 

who are still supporting Zuma.
 In other words, it will be very clear, 

if it isn’t already, who his enemies are. 
That could provide some useful lever-

age for Ramaphosa, should he ever need 
it. However, the other problem for the 
ANC is that this is the perfect gift for a 
politician.

 Mmusi Maimane may have broken the 
law against drinking in public right out-
side the NPA’s Silverton headquarters on 
Friday, but he probably enjoyed the entire 
Champagne bottle. This means that dur-
ing the lead up to the 2019 election, all 

Jacob Zuma will be prosecuted on 16 charges of corruption, including fraud, corruption, racketeering and money 
laundering. Every single ANC leader will have his or her own decision to make about whether to support Zuma or 
not. 
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Midmar Dam may be spilling but it is now, in this time of plenty that we have the space to plan and act without being dictated to by an imminent 
crisis.
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ANTI-RACISM WEEK: WORKING 
TOGETHER TO ROOT OUT RACISM
STANLEY HENKEMAN

RACISM is a construct which 
finds its currency in the notion 
of the superiority of white 

people. It is firmly premised on the 
principle of human hierarchy which 
placed white people at the top of the 
heap. This was followed by the 
“yellow” people from the East. At the 
bottom rung were black people, who 
were regarded as inferior to whites.

What hierarchies of this nature 
achieve is to create reasons for the 
humiliation, exploitation and complete 
disregard of those regarded as 
“subhuman”. This explains why 
“decent” people were able to justify 
brutal slavery, colonialism, the 
holocaust, apartheid and many other 
inhumane actions. The reality is that 
our categorisation of people will 
determine how we treat them. 
Notions of superiority and inferiority 
have their origins in this kind of 
thinking. What is abundantly clear is 
that these are ideas devoid of 
biological or scientific justification. 
The UN International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination concludes that 
“superiority based on racial 
differentiation is scientifically false, 
morally condemnable, socially unjust 
and dangerous”.

The history of racism stems from 
racist ideas rather than inherent 
differences. We have to ask who 
benefits from the relegation of black 
people to one notch above the level 
of animals? It is no coincidence that 
black people are comparatively poor 
and condemned to live off what is 
left by white people. In order to 
maintain the status quo, white people 
needed to turn black people into 
enemies, monsters to be feared and 
half-breeds who do not deserve the 
same privileges as whites. Black 
people needed to be kept separate to 
protect white “innocence”. Black 
people became an entity to be feared 
and, once this fear became 
commonplace, it was just a matter of 
keeping it alive. These notions 
became fertile ground for 
discriminatory policies and actions 
such as colonialism and apartheid. 

One of the key features of the 
apartheid government was to feed its 
white compatriots on a diet of white 
superiority and “swart gevaar” (black 
danger). I distinctly remember the 
words of a white judge in the 
eighties, when he sentenced a 
coloured man found guilty of raping a 
white woman. He lamented that this 
dirty, uncultured beast destroyed the 
life of an innocent, pure, white 
woman. Did these notions die with 
the dawn of the new South Africa?

Racism is alive and well in South 
Africa and resulted in the 
establishment of the Anti-Racism 
Network of SA in 2015. Over 60 
organisations from across the country 
are its members. Since 2016, the 
week leading up to Human Rights 
Day on March 21 came to be 
commemorated as Anti-Racism Week.

While overt racist occurrences have 
declined significantly, the perpetuation 
of racist ideas has, unfortunately, 
continued unabated. 

These ideas have become more 
sophisticated and covert, manifesting 
in a lack of engagement by white 
people in the race debate. They fear 
being caught off-guard and seem to 
work very hard at being politically 
correct. White people are often 
caught out by what is called implicit 

bias. This occurs outside of one’s 
awareness and manifests in explicitly 
offensive behaviours.

Most black people can relate to 
incidents of white women clutching 
their handbags as you approach 
them, or the street being crossed at 
the sight of a few black people 
walking towards them. These actions 
might seem like automatic impulses, 
but are driven by fear that had often 
been fed to whites as a staple diet. It 
is further entrenched in the next 
generation by the conversations at in-
group social functions, where they are 
fed a constant diet of black 
incompetence and inferiority.

Anti-Racism Week, spearheaded by 
the Ahmed Kathrada and Nelson 
Mandela foundations, is an annual 
focus week aimed at creating public 
awareness about racism and its 
effects on individuals and society at 
large. The theme for 2018 is 
#RootOutRacism and one of its 
objectives is to help South Africans 
“understand the root causes of 
racism and how, over centuries, it has 
shaped the DNA of our society. From 
slavery and colonialism to apartheid, 
racism’s roots run deep.”

All sectors of our society are 
encouraged to mark Anti-Racism 
Week wherever they find themselves. 
Individuals and groups are encouraged 
to carry out the tips below:
• Learn about racism through 
discussions and other educational 
endeavours.
• Talk about racism and how it 
manifests to create binaries of 
superiority and inferiority, including 
prejudice and stereotyping.
• Speak out against racism by 
condemning the culture and 
underlying beliefs that feed racist 
thinking. Everyone can do this, 
whether at dinner tables, on social 
media or in group conversations.
• Report racism by downloading the 
racism reporting app launched by the 
Ahmed Kathrada Foundation. The 
Zimele Anti-Racism Reporting App 
can be downloaded from the Google 
Play store.
• Act against racism by reporting 
incidents to the Equality Court (all 
magistrates’ courts serve as equality 
courts), or to the SA Human Rights 
Commission.

This week creates the ideal 
platform to challenge South Africans 
to act on their desires for a united 
South Africa. The SA Reconciliation 
Barometer, a public perception survey 
conducted by the Institute for Justice 
and Reconciliation (IJR), reflects that 
75,3% of respondents believe that a 
united South Africa is desirable, while 
68% believe it is possible. One of the 
ways to turn the desirable into the 
possible is to find ways to deal with 
what divides us as a country.

We believe that the building of fair, 
inclusive and democratic societies can 
only happen if we are prepared to 
have the difficult conversations about 
race, privilege, inequality and other 
issues which continue to divide us. 
The IJR pledges its full support for 
#RootOutRacism.

If racism is nothing more than an 
idea that created opportunities for 
some people to oppress others and, 
in the process, contributed greatly to 
many of the crises facing the world, 
then it is time to work towards 
rooting out such a bad idea. 

— City Press.
• Stanley Henkeman is the executive 
director for the IJR.
• Anti-Racism Week ends tomorrow.
 

“In the uMngeni system we supply about four million people 
and their businesses with 400 million cubic metres of water 
annually, which translates into 270 litres per person per day. 

We are being criminally wasteful ...”

Facing charges, can Jacob Zuma still split the party?
STEPHEN GROOTES

IN the run-up to Friday’s announce-
ment, Shaun Abrahams simply ran out 
of any other choices. 

Already, he is a hate-figure in our socie-
ty. He may disagree with that, and will cer-
tainly believe that he bears no responsibil-
ity for what has happened over the last 
few years, but his inaction belies it all. If 
he had gone the other way in this decision, 
he would have been dragged off to court. 

A judge would have ruled against him 
within weeks, and the DA would have 
started another action to remove him. 
But, perhaps more important for Abra-
hams, he realised that the only way he can 
retain some modicum of self-respect is to 
claim later, when the histories are being 
written, that he was the one to charge Zu-
ma. 

It will be nonsense, of course, and it 
will not absolve him in the least, but he 
will be able to cling to it  while trying to 
piece together something resembling a 
reputation.

Mokotedi Mpshe was another NPA 
boss whose reputation was savaged on 
Friday. He tried to defend his decision in 
his Radio 702 interview, claiming that 
while every single judge who has heard 
this case said it was the wrong decision, 
and even if it has now been formally over-
turned, he was still right because his deci-
sion to drop the charges was correct at 
that moment in time and that was what 
the circumstances demanded. He also, 
improbably, denied that he was put under 
any undue pressure or that he spoke to 
anyone in the ANC about it in an improp-
er way. He simply refused to accept that 

he had done anything wrong.
Former NPA head advocate Vusi Pikoli 

was asked about Mpshe, but in an oblique 
manner. 

Essentially, if someone got a decision 
this important wrong, went the question, 
and every single judge disagreed with it, 
should he bear some responsibility? 

Pikoli said it should be a moment for 
introspection on the part of the person 
who had made the decision. 

The legal action will now move to the 
court. Zuma will undoubtedly bring legal 
application after legal application to try 
to stop, or delay, the prosecution. The key 
moment to the timing is whether or not 
a trial judge gets to start the actual trial. 

Once a judge gets in charge of it, they 
will control the timing. Until then, Zuma 
will use every legal dodge in the book, and 
quite possibly create some new ones — 
there is a rich body of evidence created 
over the last decade that points to that 
direction.

However, some of his strategy will sure-
ly be political. Already, by Sunday morn-
ing, the papers were quoting people like 
the uMkhonto weSizwe Military Veterans 
Association’s Karl Niehaus (of all people) 
as claiming that they will defend him, 
while Andile Lungisa and Tony Yengeni 
were tweeting their support as well. 

In some ways, the real question is 
whether the ANC itself, or any of its for-
mal structures, will organise support for 
Zuma in the way they did back in 2008 
and 2009. Back then, people like then 
ANC secretary-general Kgalema Motlan-
the, SACP general secretary Blade Nzi-
mande and then Cosatu general secretary 
Zwelinzima Vavi led the singing. It will 

of the corruption around Zuma will still 
be the headline news. Again and again you 
will hear him claim that it’s “an ANC 
problem, not a Zuma problem”. 

In other words, the corrupt past of the 
ANC will be in the headlines just when 
Ramaphosa is trying to get the narrative 
to centre on the “better present and fu-
ture” message that he will focus on.

To add to the party’s complications, it 
is clear that Zuma himself believes he 
should be a part of the ANC’s election 
campaign. He will want to campaign for 
the party. 

It obviously faces a significant problem 
in KwaZulu-Natal, because he is no longer 
the leader, and the support that he gained 
for it in that province from 2009 onwards 
might be difficult to hold on to. So either 
the national ANC freezes Zuma out and 
runs the risk of losing votes, or it tries to 
keep him inside, and runs the risk of re-
minding voters in urban areas why they 
stopped voting for the ANC.

However, there is surely one thing that 
can be said of all of this right now. It is 
that momentum, if not entirely in the 
ANC then certainly in most of society, has 
swung strongly behind Ramaphosa. Any 
bid, any move to put Zuma in front and 
centre in the ANC again will face massive 
internal resistance. 

Ramaphosa will know that he can 
count on that. Those who wants to sup-
port Zuma could find that it suddenly 
isn’t actually in their own political inter-
ests to do so. — Daily Maverick.
• Stephen Grootes is the host of the Midday 
Report on 702 and Cape Talk, and the senior 
political Correspondent for Eyewitness 
News.
  

“Until then, 
Zuma will use 
every legal 
dodge in the 
book, and quite 
possibly create 
some new 
ones.”


